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ests," did not reach Berlin until 6:10 P.M. But his earlier
telegrams made it seem almost certain, as Germany ex-
pected, that France would not remain neutral, and certainly
not hand over Toul and Verdun to German occupation.
Germany therefore ordered mobilization August 1 at 5:00
P.M., quarter of an hour later than France.132 Germany
was the last of the Great Powers to take this final and
supreme military measure.
Expecting that Sazonov would maintain his view that
Russia could not suspend mobilization and would fail to
comply with the ultimatum, Bethmann forwarded to Pour-
tales a declaration of war. The Ambassador, receiving it
about 6:00 P.M. went at once with it to Sazonov. Three
times, with increasing signs of emotion at his painful duty,
he asked the Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs whether he
could not give him a favorable answer to his request of the
day before. Three times Sazonov answered in the negative.
"In that case, Sir/' said Pourtales, drawing from his pocket
a folded paper, "I am instructed to, hand you this note,"
and gave him the declaration of war.133 Then losing self-
control, the Ambassador went to the window and wept, say-
ing: "I never could have believed that I should quit St.
Petersburg under these conditions." He then embraced
Sazonov and went away, asking that he be informed at the
Embassy concerning his passports and arrangements for his
departure, as he was not capable at the moment of talking
about anything,134
The German declaration of faar on France was not made
132KD., 554. French mobilization at 3:45 P.M., French time, was
4:45 P,M, according to German or Central European time.
i3»Bothmann to Pourtales, August 1, 12:52 P.M.; KD., 542. Pour-
tult's to Bethmunn, Aug. 1, 8:00 P.M.; KD., 588; Pourtales, Am Scheide-
wcy, pp. 81-85. The declaration had been drawn up in two alternative
forms to accord with Sazonov's possible replies. By an oversight Pour-
talis left both forms in the Foreign Minister's hands, as an aide-memoire,
but in their agitation neither of the men noticed this fact at the moment,
184 Schilling's Diary, p. 76-78.

